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Amendment dated April 18, 2008 
Reply to Office Action of January 7, 2008 



Docket No.: 20798/020463 0-US0 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as indicated below. 
Please cancel claims 6 and 7. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 
Claims 1 to 4 (canceled). 

Claim 5 (currently amended): An electrical switching device comprising: 
a housing having interrupting chambers; 
a cover capable of closing the housing; and 

externally accessible terminal contacts being secured in position in the housing: each 
interrupting chamber having disposed therein an arc quenching device and a stationary switching 
contact for a cooperating movable switching contact, 

the housing and the cover having formed therein guide and retaining elements configured to 
retain the arc quenching device, wherein the arc quenching device is, alternatively, one of an arc 
splitter stack and a cooling plate, the arc splitter stack being interchangeable with the cooling plate 7 
wherein th e-gwde-afid r e tai ni ng e l e ments inclu de-stae k guide and retaining e lements configur ed to. 
guide and retain the arc splitter stack and plate guide and retaining e l e ments configured to guid e and 
r e tain th e coo l in g p lat e 

wherein the guide and retaining elements include inner walls of the housing laterally 
bounding the interrupting chambers, first retaining elements of the cover, and pocket-like 
formations in the bottom of the housing, the inner walls being configured to support outer legs of 
the arc quenching device and the first retaining elements configured to further hold down the arc 
quenching device . 

Claim 6 (cancelled) 
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Claim 7 (cancelled) 



Claim 8 (previously presented): The electrical switching device as recited in claim 5 wherein the 
guide and retaining elements includes arc splitter guide and retaining elements and cooling plate 
guide and retaining elements, the arc splitter guide and retaining elements being adjacent to the 
guide and cooling plate retaining elements in a direction. of the terminal contacts. 

Claim 9 (currently amended): An electrical switching device comprising: 

a housing having interrupting chambers and housing guid e and ret a ining elements ; 

a cover capable of closing the housing and having covei- gu i^e-and^etmf Bng el e ments ;-aftd 

externally accessible terminal contacts being secured in position in the housing; 

a stationary switching contact located in each interrupting chamber, the stationary switching 

contact cooperating with a movable switching contact;-an4 

an arc quenching device located in each interrupting chamber, the arc quenching device 

being either an insertable cooling plate or an arc splitter stack, the arc splitter stack being 

interchangeable with the cooling plate, th e- hou s ing guide and retaining elem e n ts and t he-eeveg 

coo ling - p l at e gui de and retaining elements configured to gu i de and retain th e cooling plate and arc 
splitter sta ck r e taining e l e m e nts configured to guide ari d retain th e arc - sp titter-staek 
wherein the housing and cover include: 

cooling plate guide and retaining elements comprising inner walls of the housing 
laterally bounding the interrupting chambers, first retaining elements of the cover and pocket-like 
formations in the bottom of the housing; and 

arc splitter stack guide and retaining elements comprising inner walls of the housing 
laterally bounding the interrupting chamber and pocket-like second retaining elements of the cover . 

Claim 10 (previously presented): An electrical switching device comprising: 
a housing having interrupting chambers; 
a cover capable of closing the housing: and 

{W:\20798\0204630-us0\01 479066.DOC 0OiaiiniIl!II!IIMIIllllI«IIlilQflOfflD11 } 

Page 3 of 8 



Application No. 10/575,922 Docket No.: 2O798/O20463O-US0 

Amendment dated April 1 8, 2008 
Reply to Office Action of January 7, 2008 

externally accessible terminal contacts being secured in position in the housing; each 
interrupting chamber having disposed therein an arc quenching device and a stationary switching 
contact for a cooperating movable switching contact, 

the housing and the cover having formed therein guide and retaining elements configured to 
retain the arc quenching device, wherein the arc quenching device is. alternatively, one of an arc 
splitter stack and a cooling plate, the arc splitter stack being interchangeable with the cooling plate, 
wherein the guide and retaining elements include inner walls of the housing laterally bounding the 
interrupting chambers arid pocket-like second retaining elements of the cover, the pocket-like 
second retaining elements configured to secure the arc quenching device via a frictional and/or 
form-locking connection, and, when the cover is mounted, the inner walls of the housing being 
positioned to support the arc quenching device between the inner walls. 
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